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Florida  Blue  Foundation
Awards  $300,000  in  Health
Care  Grant  to  Nicklaus
Children’s  Hospital
Foundation
January 14, 2020 – Florida Blue Foundation, the philanthropic
arm  of  the  state’s  leading  health  insurance  company,  has
granted Nicklaus Children’s Hospital Foundation $300,000 over
a three-year period to fund Baby Steps, a telehealth nursing
intervention program to improve the transition to home care
for pediatric patients.
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Florida Blue Foundation announced more than $9 million in
grants to 31 nonprofits statewide. Programs receiving grants
demonstrate  innovation  in  the  health  care  system,  address
consumer  health,  focus  on  the  quality  of  patient  care  or
address issues of opioid and substance abuse. 
 
Nicklaus  Children’s  Hospital  is  collaborating  with  the
University of Miami on the telehealth nursing intervention
program, which is expected to be available to consumers in
June of 2020. The initiative will make telehealth nursing
services available to underserved families/caregivers through
training of registered nurses in the use of this efficient
mode of care delivery. 
 
“The transition from hospital to home is a period of increased
risk for vulnerable children and their families, which can
lead to emergency department visits and re-hospitalization,”
explained  Michelle  Boggs,  President  of  Nicklaus  Children’s
Hospital Foundation. “Telehealth access to nurses can provide
families and caregivers with the day-to-day support they need
for a successful transition to home.”
 
“We are increasingly encouraged by the number of nonprofits
that are reaching individuals and families across the state
even in some of the most rural areas,” said Florida Blue
Foundation Vice President Susan Towler. “A trend we see is an
increase in meeting people where they are and providing needed
health care services to those who may otherwise not receive
them because of a lack of transportation and other issues
facing our most vulnerable. These programs will ensure that
thousands of citizens will be served.”
                                                             
  
 
About Nicklaus Children’s Hospital Foundation
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital Foundation (NCHF) is a not-for
profit  501(c)(3)  organization  established  to  support  the
creation of a world-class pediatric hospital so no child needs
to leave South Florida for superior medical care. “Funding
World-Class  Care”  and  following  the  principle  that  all



children deserve state-of-the-art pediatric care, NCHF, now a
part of the Nicklaus Children’s Health System, has helped the
309-bed  Nicklaus  Children’s  Hospital  become  a  leader  in
pediatric healthcare with nearly 800 attending physicians and
more than 475 pediatric subspecialists. 
 
About Florida Blue Foundation
Florida Blue Foundation enables healthy communities by making
grants, building coalitions and rewarding best practices. More
than three million people in Florida have received direct
health  services  as  a  result  of  grants  made  to  nonprofit
organizations  since  our  founding  in  2001.  Florida  Blue
Foundation is a trade name of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Florida Foundation, Inc., an Independent Licensee of the
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
 
For  more  information  about  the  Foundation,  please  visit
www.FloridaBlueFoundation.com.
 
 
South Florida Hospital News and Healthcare Report’s number one
goal is top quality healthcare journalism written and edited
for the region’s most successful, powerful healthcare business
executives and professionals.
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